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May 27, 1983

Mr. Ernest C. Reid,
1425 Ghent Ave.,
Burlington, Ontario,
L7S 1X5

Dear Mr. Reid,

Thank you for your letter regarding the Reid family
of Heart's Delight.

I think we have had some success with the object of
your search as stated in your letter. We have searched all of
our Reid (Read, Reed) name files and found only one family who
used the christian name 'Stephen.' This was John and Mary Reed
of Dawlish, Devon, who in 1788, had their young son Stephen bap-
tised. Her family name was Philips (or Phillips as it was some-
times spelt then). She and John Reed had previously had been
married in Dawlish in 1778.

4 Stephen's baptismal date would suggest he was old enough
to have married your great great grandmother Elizabeth. Our re-
cords indicate he was a mariner-fisherman.

(1816) 14th May - 14 June (1817) Stephen of Dawlish on
the "Mayflower," owned by James Cook, a Newfoundland Ship

(1817) 25th Feb. - 31st Dec., Stephen of Dawlish again
on the "Mayflower."

', (1818) 5th May - 20th Oct., Stephen of Dawlish on "
Reward," owned by William Turner.

fien ,fitepgﬁn Reid seems to have settled into the Trinity Bay
ishery after at time, as your records indicate, a i
Heart's Delight. ! & ’ resident of

. Our Sooley records indicate a high degree of pro i1i
that Elizabeth (your great great grandmother) was a Soo?eybagﬁélty
daughter of Thogas and Sarah Sooley of Trinity, T.B. Thomaé d
garah were mgrr%ed about 1770 and had at least three sons Jgg
b:;:iiggzinwi%;iam ?orn 1780, and Jasper, born 1782, All'weren

_ . asper was an unusual christian name
52e2a32dnEléga$§th Reid probab;y named their son after hgirg'
we . O birth record for Elizabeth. Elizabeth's moth $ er,
probably a Pinhorn. Both families were Present ga .
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the late 18th, early 19th centuries. Benjamin Pinhorn was head
of a family at Trinity as early as 1753. He had three wives,
all of them died. The third, Elizabeth, was buried 7th NoV..
1782. He had three known sonsj John, Joseph, and Benjamin, Jr.

Joseph owned two houses in Trinity and also leased a fishing
room from a Thomas Street. Joseph was appointed constable of
Trinity for a year (L786). The Pinhorns were relatives of Sarah

Sooley through her mother's side.

There were Reads from a number of Devon communities;
Dartmouth, Topsham, Marychurch, Brixham, Teignmouth, Ashcombe,
Staverton and coffinswell. Others came from Dorset; Lytchet
Minster, Wimborne, Poole, and Sturminster Newton, as well as
Hampshire. The Sooleys were fewer in number, but they were none-
theless firmly established in Trinity Bay. There were some SO0~
leys from Devon (Dartmouth area) and a suggestion of an Anglo-
Irish connection. Our records indicate the Pinhorns came prim-
arily from Dorset.

The origins of the other Reads you have provided from
the 1800-01 census are as follows:

James Read (Hant's Hr.): He was most likely from Dorset,
or possibly Ringwood, Hampshire.

Moses Read (Green Hr.): Most probably from Devon but
we are unable to determine a particular community. He had rela-
tives in Bareneed, Conception Bay. Not likely a family connection
with Stephen Reid.

Thomas Read (Trinity) : from Poole, Dorset. By the 1790's

he was Trinity agent for Benjamin Lester, & prominent Poole- New-
foundland merchant.

William Read (old Perlican): Our records indicate a
William and Joan Reed in 014 Perlican with.a son John (1813).
There was also (another) william Read in New Perlican, married with
one daughter, no boats. He was the owner /occupier of a house
there.

I am enclosing an invoice to cover the following charges-—

4 hours of research at $15.00 per hour = 60.00
Amount received = 50.00
Balance owing = $10.00

We hope this information will be helpful to you in your
research.

Yours sincerely,

Keith Matthews,
Chairman,
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